A simple two-step purification of human and monkey alpha fetoprotein from amniotic fluid and serum.
We developed a two-step purification system to characterize alpha fetoprotein (AFP) in early gestation amniotic fluid and late gestation fetal serum or cord blood from monkey and human. It involves only two chromatographic steps, allows preparative purification using up to 12 ml of starting sample, can purify up to 350 micrograms of AFP at one time, and can be used to purify both fetal serum or amniotic fluid AFP from two different species. This procedure will allow detailed biochemical analysis of purified AFP from different stages of fetal development.